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In DRC, ASM Formalisation has been 
introduced in Mining law for 3 major 
objectives

- To address conflict mineral
- To supply mineral to the global 

market, while collecting taxes for the 
government

- To address the workforce informality 
and promoting the emergence of 
middle class among Artisanan 
workers.

What effects would these laws have on 
the social relations of gold production in 
Eastern DRC?
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BACKGROUND 

The SMA in DRC is operating
in specific political economy
that is influenced by the
collapse of LSM, Conflict in
Eastern DRC and recently the
comeback of LSM and the
ASM formalisation process



1902-1923 Explorations begin, 
and the first mining companies 

emerge. 

1960-1982 The Independence of 
the DRC and the emergence of 

the ASM

1996-2002

The  First Congolese war and the 
conflict mineral discourses

2002-2005 

The New mining law and the 
come back of mining compagnies

2018- Now: Revised mining law 
and the advocacy of  the   

Formalisation  of ASM
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KAMITUGA LUGUSHWA LULIMBA LUNTUKULU MISISI NUMBI NYABIBWE NZIBIRA

SMA Agriculture Elevage commerce Salarié Aures

ASM is one of the main economic sectors in Eastern DRC that 
supports people's income and livelihood. 

Kamundala & Ndungu 2017



Working conditions in Artisanal Gold  

Dangerous work Exhausting work High risk work

According to one of my studies, gold miners spend about 10.5 hours each day working an average of 21 days per month. 

After 1 to 60 months of risky effort, they may produce gold, earning an average of 337 U.S. dollars per month. 



Working conditions in Artisanal Gold  



Why traceability tools is interesting me and what could it bring to the gold sector in the DRC  ?

1. It can contribuates to eradicate fraud and smaggling 



Why traceability tools is interesting me and what could it bring to the gold sector in the 
DRC  ?

1. It can contribuates to eradicate fraud and smaggling 

Kamundala 2013

By considering the data collected from
473 gold extraction pits in 3 mining
sites in South Kivu, I have found that
the total production of these 3 gold
sites was around ± 338kgs per month,
i.e. an annual average of ± 4000kgs or
(4Tonnes), whereas the province of
South Kivu for the same period (year
2012) only recorded 86kgs of artisanal
gold exported, that for the whole
Republic this export was around 401,32
Kgs, that is 10 less than the 3 sites
where we had collected the data.



Artisan 
Miners

Transporters 
& local 
processor

Small & Big 
traders

Comptoir

Refiners & 
Bullion 
market 

Typical artisanal gold supply chain in the DRC 

In DRC Global market

BANKS in the 
neighboring
countries of 

the DRC 



Some gold traceability initiatives and why did they fail? 

ITOA 2017 / CEEC

OR JUST 2016 IN ITURI( IMPACT)

CTC-BGR/ KAMPENE( BGR)

ITB 2020( SAEMAPE,SOUTH KIVU)



Some gold traceability initiatives and why did they fail? 

- The majority of those initiatives are
designed and implemented using a
top-down approach; that is, they are
designed in the context of western
countries and implemented in the
DRC, where infrastructure and logistics
are often lacking.

- They operate solely to meet the needs
of the global market standards,
disregarding local interests and
community development( working
conditions, local development,
Environmental aspect)

A. The way they are designed 



Some gold traceability initiatives and why did they fail? 

B. The way they are implemented 

• Financial aspect(crucial: because 
gold follows the money that 
facilitates its exploitation)

• Lack of appropriate technology ( 
technical aspect) 

• Not enough artisanal  mining 
zones( legal aspect, state-local 
community relationship)

• Fiability of many cooperatives( 
Organisational aspect)
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What are the obstacles to the implementation of a gold traceability system. 

In DRC Global market

BANKS in the 
neighboring
countries of 

the DRC 

• Financial aspect(crucial: 
because gold follows the 
money that facilitates its 
exploitation)

• Lack of appropriate technology 
( technical aspect) 

• Not enough artisanal  mining 
zones( legal aspect, state-local 
community relationship)

• Fiability of many cooperatives( 
Organisational aspect)



The needs for an efficient gold traceability system

Institutional 

Policy toward 
traceability & 

Administrative 
support 

Technical 

Technology that will 
consider both the local 
context and accepted 

standards for responsible 
gold 

understanding of the 
operation of the Congolese 
gold supply chain and the 

due diligence package 



The needs for an efficient traceability system

INSTITUTIONAL  

Policy toward 
traceability & 

Administrative 
support 

TECHNICAL 

Technology that will 
consider both the local 
context and accepted 

standards for responsible 
gold 

understanding of the 
operation of the Congolese 
gold supply chain and the 

due diligence package 



Identifying 
AMZ & Mining 

Coop
• In collaboration with the congolese government as well as the LSM

Conduct a gold 
value chain 
baselines 
studies

•To identify potential risks that might impact the supply chain  and develop the mitigation strategy 

Training 
Miners & 
Traders  

•Training on safety mining exploitation, environment protection  and the necessity of a traceability mechanism, 

Develop a 
suitable 

financiary system 
for mining 

cooperatives 

• In collaboration with financial institutions 

Connect mining 
cooperatives with 
potential buyers

•The greatest method to incorporate artisanal miners in the global value chain and, as a result, to guarantee the sustainability of the 
traceability effort is to connect mining cooperatives with foreign buyers to improve the likelihood that they will receive a fair price.  

Invest in project 
that target miners 

and local 
community 

• In the mining areas, the effects of mining exploitation should be visible. Additionally, this will be a proper way to involve local 
communities in mining operations and traceability.

Conditions and requirements necessary to implement traceability tools on 

artisanal gold supply chain in DR Congo .
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