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Objectives

• Legal aspects

• Amazon and Environment Directorate of Federal Police

• Prevention, detection and investigation of illegal gold mining in Brazil

• Perspectives on traceability tools



Environmental crimes

• Illegal wildlife trade and fisheries crimes

• Forestry crimes

• Illegal mining

• Waste, pollution





Illegal mining

• Federal possessions

• “Illegal mining is not limited to illegal extraction of resources, it also has severe environmental
impacts, wether from Mercury pollution from artesanal gold mining, or destruction of natural 
flora anda fauna, pollution, landscape degradation and radiation hazards, with negative impact
on arable land, economic crops and trees” (UNEP-INTERPOL, 2016, p. 17) 

• Environmental crimes + money laundering + forgery + tax fraud + organized crime

BALTAZAR JÚNIOR, 2017
UNEP-INTERPOL, 2016



MAPBIOMAS, 2021







Prevention, detection and investigation of illegal gold mining in 
Amazon Rainforest

• Overlapping and mixed criminalities

• Lack of law enforcement

• Deforestation and Pollution

• Illegal mining at indigenous land

• Lack of legislation

• Gold traceability
FBSP, 2022
MPF, 2020

INSTITUTO ESCOLHAS, 2020
COAF, 2022







Inefficiency and inefficacy
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FBSP, 2022
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YANOMAMI, 2022



MAPBIOMAS, 2021





SENRA ET AL, 2023



REPÓRTER BRASIL, 2023
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Agenda-Setting

KINGDON, 2003
CAPELLA, 2018 





Federal Police history

• 1997: Proposal for the creation of a unit to repress environmental crimes

• 2001: Creation of the Division for the Repression of Crimes against the Environment

• 2003: Creation of Specializad Police Stations

• 2021: Creation of the Coordination Department for Repression of Enviornmental Crimes

• 2023: Creation of the Directorate for the Amazon and the Environmet

PONTES, 2022
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MPF, 2020 







Traceability tools

• Blockchain system and digitalisation of all processes and documents

• Physical tagging of gold

• Mining and Environmental licence

• Eletronic Invoice (NF-e) and Shipment and Custody Forms (GTCO)

• Other Technologies: satellite images, drones and GPS

• Audits and certifications

INSTITUTO ESCOLHAS, 2022



Traceability tools

• Criminal investigations: build evidences against criminals who are far from the artisanal mines

• Arresting sight: evidences to hold a person in custody and to keep the gold seizure

• Intelligence: unknown MO

• International cooperation: exchange of information

• Public bodies (law enforcement agencies): cost and speed of result

• Private bodies (financial institutions and export/import companies):  legal obligation as a money
laundering prevention mechanism
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